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copper and its products registered a firmer tone in 1953 over 1952 levels. A§ in the
previous year, prices for iron and its products continued to strengthen while non-
metallic minerals and chemicals and allied products remained relatively steady.

1.—Annual Index Numbers of Wholesale Price Groups, 1943-52, and Monthly Indexes,
1952 and 1953
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1 The wheat prices used in these indexes are prices currently effective for Manitoba Nos. 1, 2 and 3
Northern at Fort William. Participation payments are included and the series revised whenever such
figures are announced. Between August 1945 and July 1950, the price included in the index for No. 1 Manitoba

orthern was $1.83 per bu. For the crop year Aug. 1, 1950-July 31, 1951, the price included was $1.85
per bu. For the crop year Aug. 1, 1851-July 31, 1952, the price was $1.83 per bu. The initial payment of
§1.40 per bu, for the crop year beginning Aug. 1, 1952, was increased to $1.60 per bu. according to an announce-
ment made Feb. 19, 1953, Commencing Aug. 1, 1949, western oats and barley were brought under control
of the Canadian Wheat Board. Prices used for Canadian farm products since that time have been initial
payments to farmers. Participation payments are included whenever they are announced. An increase
in the initial payments for barley for the crop year 1952-53 was announced Feb. 19, 1953.

Residential Building Materials.—In March 1949, a series of index numbers
of residential building material prices (basis: 1935-39 =100) was established to meet
the need for a more precise measurement of material components of residential
construction. A description of the index together with a record back to 1926 is

given in DBS bulletin, Price Index Numbers of Residential Building Materials
1926 t0 1948.



